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LAKE BENEFITS 

All bank stabilization BMPs 

reduce the effects of ero-

sion to shorelines and 

stream banks that empty 

into lakes and ponds. By 

reducing erosion, landown-

ers are also reducing the 

amount of sediment and 

phosphorus that enters the 

lake. The most natural form 

of erosion control is the best 

option. As a result the BMPs 

are listed in order of imple-

mentation. Riprap should be 

considered a last resort for 

erosion control.  
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Bank stabilization 

Where erosion has already oc-

curred, consider methods that 

will allow you to mimic a natural 

shore, rather than building a re-

taining wall. Walls are expensive 

to build, offer no lake habitat or 

ecological benefits, are a barrier 

to wildlife, and will require re-

placement over time.   

RESLOPING 

Description: Resloping is a term 

that describes the regrading of 

an eroded bank to a moderate 

and more natural slope.  

Purpose: To reduce the erosion 

of sediment and phosphorus into 

a lake by stabilizing a lake bank.  

Resloping also allows you to re-

place old retaining walls, as the 

drawing on the right illustrates.  

How To: Reslope, if necessary to 

smooth erosion gullies, and replant 

native species above the rock toe. A 2:1 slope (2 feet horizontal to 1 foot vertical) 

or less can generally be stabilized with just vegetation. Use an erosion control blan-

ket(example of straw), to cover bare soil while herbaceous vegetation becomes 

established.  

Plant water -loving plants just below the 

eroding area. These will dampen the 

wave energy and trap eroding soil 

from above. Unless the erosion is se-

vere, it may eventually self -stabilize. 

Choose quick growing native species 

and stay away from invasive species.  
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Note: Any work that occurs in the lake, below the average summer water level, requires a Shoreland Encroach-

ment Permit. Read the BMP supplement Understanding the Shoreland Encroachment Permit for more details. 

A resloped bank stabilized with native vegetation and 

a shallow rock toe that is only partially visible above 

water giving it a natural look. 

Illustration by Susan Warren.  
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